
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Regular and new walkers, of all ages are 
very welcome to join us.  

 
Contact Denmead Parish Council  

for further details. 
 

Following a very successful season of walks throughout 
the winter, our focus is now on walks organised for every 
TUESDAY EVENING throughout the summer. These 
varied and hopefully enjoyable walks started on 8

th
 May 

and continue until 21
st
 August. All walks start at 7.30pm 

until the nights draw in, so the August ones will be at the 
slightly earlier time of 7pm. 

 

Normally a preview of the forthcoming walk will be 
published on the Denmead Parish Council website, so 
participants can assess if a particular route is suitable for 
them. It is advisable to check regularly as the timetable 
sometimes needs to be amended if footpaths are too wet. 

 

Martin Lewis - Summer Walks Organiser 
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Date Starting / Finishing 
Point 

  5  June The Vine, 
Hambledon 

12  June Bat & Ball, Clanfield 

19  June The Falcon, 
Waterlooville 

26  June Forest of Bere, 
Denmead 
(starts at Kidmore 
Lane car park) 

  3   July Red Lion, Chalton 
10   July The Chairmakers, 

Worlds End 
17  July Denmead 

Community Centre 
24  July Red Lion, 

Southwick 
31  July The Falcon, 

Waterlooville 
  7   August White Lion, 

Soberton 
14  August Denmead 

Community Centre 
21  August The Vine, 

Hambledon 

Summer Walks 2018 ð Timetable 



Itôs been a busy time for Council in the last few months.  

I expect most people will be aware of the Parish Poll 

which sought for the Memorial Hall to have exclusive 

use of Heath Field and Car Park for a peppercorn rent. 

The results of the poll have been formally passed to 

the Heath Field Working Party for their consideration 

when making their recommendations to Council in due 

course. 

We received a report from a resident that the smaller 

Beech tree on the Village Green is diseased so we 

have had an Arboriculturalist Consultant visit to provide 

us with professional advice. The advice is that the tree 

will never reach maturity safely so sadly Council will 

have to consider options for the tree. 

The general work of Council never lets up with 

Planning Applications coming in at a pace as people 

wish to develop their homes, the regime of grass 

cutting and flower maintenance gets underway, work to 

repair the entrance to Goodman Fields is planned and a 

drainage survey of the Burial Ground is advising what 

work needs to be done to alleviate flooding there. 

Plans are underway for a Memorial on the Village Green to commemorate the 100
th
 Anniversary 

of the end of the Great War. The Police estimated that last years Act of Remembrance was 

attended by approximately 700 people and we hope that this yearôs event on Sunday 11
th
 

November will be just as well attended. The Parish Council have been working with Hampshire 

Highways and they have agreed to official road closures for the event, which will mean more 

space around the Green and a safer environment for all. 

Just before the Easter weekend we said a very fond farewell to our Deputy Clerk, Kelvin 

Andrews as he retired. Kelvin worked diligently for the Council for over 17 years and will be very 

much missed by his colleagues and Councillors alike. Many residents, as well as Councillors 

and colleagues joined us for a surprise farewell to Kelvin. Lydia Merriman has stepped into 

Kelvinôs shoes and is now joined by our new Clerk to the Council, Gareth Davies. Iôd like to 

formally welcome Gareth to the Parish Council, we very much look forward to working together 

to deliver the excellent service residents of Denmead have come to expect. 

Finally I would like to say that we do have a couple of vacancies on the Parish Council, both for 

staff (a member of Ground Staff ï full time, and a Ranger ï 20hrs per week every other week) 

and for Councillors. Being a Councillor is a challenging but rewarding role, providing the 

opportunity to actively contribute to Village Life. If you are interested in any of these roles, 

please contact the Clerk. 

Have a wonderful Summer. 

Kind regards 

Paula Langford-Smith 

Chairman, Denmead Parish Council 

Chairmanõs Comments 

Kelvin Andrews receiving his 

retirement presentation 



      

For more information about the work of Denmead Parish Council and for copies of agendas  
 

and minutes, visit our website at  www.denmeadparishcouncil.co.uk 

 
At the recent Safer Neighbourhood Meeting, Sgt Gilmour advised residents that, with the 
lighter evenings, there has been an increase in thefts from vehicles parked in Creech Woods. 
They advise that if you are out and about visiting some of our beautiful rural locations in this 
sunny weather, please be aware of anybody in the area when you park who may be watching 
to see if you leave any items in your car. 
 
Beauty spots often attract thieves due to visitors leaving valuables in their vehicles 
unattended. 
 
Our local Police team will be out and about on patrol but to try and reduce incidents in our 
area, please consider the following advice: 
 
¶ Try to park in sign-posted parking areas. 
¶ Be cautious about parking your car in isolation. Thieves can be put off when other 
people are around. 

¶ Do not leave anything in your vehicle. A jacket or coat left behind may be of very 
little value to you, but a thief may think it has been used to hide a laptop or handbag 
and will break into your vehicle to find out. 

¶ Take items with you rather than locking them in the boot, you canôt be sure who has 
seen you. 

¶ Before you leave home, think about what you need and leave any unnecessary 
items of value at home. 

¶ Make sure you do not leave documents which have your personal details on in your 
vehicle. 

¶ Do not leave your sat-nav in your vehicle and donôt forget to remove the cradle and 
wipe the sucker marks from your windscreen. 

¶ Remember to shut all windows and sunroofs and lock all doors. Activate the alarm 
and immobiliser. Make use of any security products you might have such as 
steering locks. 

¶ Whilst enjoying the sights make sure you keep your bag and possessions with you. 
 

If you see anybody acting suspiciously call 101. 

Flag Flying Days 2018 

(June ðOctober) 

 
Fri 10 Jun  Birthday of The Duke of 
   Edinburgh 

Sat 11 Jun Official Celebration of 
   HMôs Birthday  

Thur 21 Jun Birthday of The Duke of 
   Cambridge 

Sat  30 Jun Armed Forces Day 

 

Sat  15 Sept Battle of Britain Day  

Sun  21 Oct Trafalgar Day  

Vehicle Theft 



As many people were unable to attend the 
Annual Parish Assembly in March, we have 
decided to include Denmead Parish Councilôs 
Committee Reports for your information. 

PLANNING COMMITTEE  

Prepared by Councillor Paula Langford-Smith 

 

The Planning Committee of Denmead Parish 
Council is a óstatutory consulteeô within the 
National Planning Policy and assesses and 
comments upon every application received by 
Winchester that falls within our parish 
boundary.  

This year that meant that the committee 
considered 92 applications compared to 93 last 
year and each was visited by at least two 
parish councillors.  

With the significant changes in planning 
legislation, more and more home owner 
developments are not requiring permission but 
are allowed under ópermitted developmentô, 
although much of the development in 
Denmead from the 80ôs and 90ôs had 
ópermitted developmentô rights removed and 
thus still require planning permission for 
conservatories, extensions etc.   

Our statistics show that on 6 occasions the 
Parish Council objected to the application. On 
4 of these, Winchester City Council approved 
the application. Our reasons for objecting 
include issues such as insufficient parking, for 
example: where a garage conversion means 
that the only parking for a 4 bedroom house is 
one space on the drive and then all other 
vehicles have to park in the road which causes 
inconvenience for other residents and visitors. 

There were 2 occasions, where we objected to 
an application, and Winchester upheld our 
objection and refused permission. For 
example: felling a tree with a ótree preservation 
orderô on it. The application was made as the 
tree blocked light to the property but was a 
significant tree in the street scene which adds 
to the pleasant environment of the village. 
There are currently 5 additional applications 
which we have objected to which are awaiting 
a decision.  

Members of The Planning Committee 
understand that Winchesterôs decision making 
process is that they start with a ópresumption in 
favour of developmentô and then consider what 
harm the development could cause.  

Unfortunately, Winchester do 
not always consider the made 
Denmead Neighbourhood Plan, 
and the recent Government 
proposals to reform the National 
Planning Policy Framework will 
be directly in conflict with the 
Neighbourhood Plan. The proposals advise:  

Maximising use of land 

More freedom will be given to local authorities 
to make the most of existing brownfield land to 
build homes that maximise density. Redundant 
land will be encouraged such as under-utilised 
retail or industrial space for homes, with more 
flexibilities given to extend upwards on existing 
blocks of flats and houses as well as shops 

and offices. This will 
mean we can build 
the homes the 
country needs while 
maintaining strong 
protection for the 
Green Belt. 

The Neighbourhood 
Plan is current 
planning law and 
states that óa 
building height of no 
more than two 

storeys should be used, as taller buildings are 
not in keeping with the village characterô. 
However, National Planning Policy takes 
precedence over Local Planning Policy.  

We may see our village change irrevocably in 
the coming years! The village will be aware 
that the application from Charles Church for 
the erection of 99 residential units, associated 
public open space, residentsô car park, and 
partial realignment of the Hambledon Road/
Anmore Road junction was refused. The 
Chairman of Denmeadôs Planning Committee 
presented raising an issue with the size of the 
affordable housing. The small houses meant a 
significant impact on the number of units i.e. 
they could cram more in.  

Reasons for refusal were that:  

¶ The housing numbers were an over 
development  

¶ The buildings were too similar in design  

¶ There was insufficient green space  

¶ The existing sewage system had 
insufficient capacity etc. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS ñ2018 



Subsequently, the Parish Council Planning 
Committee met with both the Developer and 
The Case Officer in Winchester and were 
shown new plans which included fewer 
dwellings (91). Following discussion, the 
Parish Council provided feedback to the 
developer regarding many issues including the 
style of houses and boundary treatments, type 
and location of trees, these were included in 
the new application to Winchester and the 
application was approved.   

It is then usual for the Parish Council to be 
included in what are called S106 discussions. 
These are the conversations with regards to 
what contribution the developer will make to 
the community to make provision for facilities 
(normally play & sport). Our Neighbourhood 
Plan asks for a contribution to a Multi-Use 
Games Area. The Parish Council have 
costings of Ã220 000 to build such a facility. 
The developer has declined the opportunity to 
build it for us, and ócontributeô instead. The 
Neighbourhood Plan provides for 250 new 
houses within Denmead from 2011 ï 2031 but 
as the new development on Little Frenchies 
Field was already built, we were not able to 
ask for a retrospective contribution. The rest of 
the developments are ósmall pocketsô such as 
The Baptist Church site on Anmore Road and 
Evergreen on Forest Road. Such 
developments are deemed incapable of 
sustaining an S106 contribution. So, the 
Neighbourhood Plan relies on the developer 
contribution from Carpenters Field to make the 
main provision for the sports facilities. 
However, despite Wickham having a 
development of 82 houses and receiving a 
Ã150,000 contribution from the developer 
toward their pavilion, Winchester have agreed 

a contribution of just Ã54,600 
for Denmead. The developer 
divided the requested 
contribution of Ã150,000 across 
the 250 houses that Denmead 
has to have built and then 
multiplied it by the number they 
are building. 

We would already have been Ã70,000 short 
but felt that the village would agree to fund that 
from Council Tax and reserves. We are now 
more than Ã165,000 short.       

Winchester have agreed the S106 contribution 
with no consultation with the Parish Council. 
Despite letters to all appropriate ears, the 
decision stands.  

We are currently waiting for the development 
work to start and are advised by Winchester 
that óeverything has been agreed, itôs with the 
solicitorsô. 

So, in summary, itôs an uphill struggle for The 
Planning Committee. We are accused of 
ódestroying the villageô but, whilst we do our 
best, itôs largely in the hands of homeowners 
who put in the applications, people that live in 
the village  to write personally to Winchester to 
make their views known to help influence 
decisions, Winchester City Council who make 
the decisions and National Planning Policy 
which is to build, build, build! 

The regular Liaison Meeting held with the 
Forestry Commission over Creech Woods 
has been discontinued by them, and we are 
disappointed that, due to a lack of funding, 
they are not in a position to replace the play 
area in the woods.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS ñ2018 

Parish Council Meetings June 2018 ð September 2018 

Unless indicated otherwise, all meetings begin at 7:30pm at the Community Centre 

All meetings are open to members of the public and include a public session 

  Council 

(Wed) 
Finance  & Admin 

(Wed) 

Amenities 
(Wed) 

Highways & GP 
(Wed) 

Planning 
(Wed) 

Jun        
2018 

27th  6th   13th  20th 

Jul         
2018 

 18th 4th  25th  11th 

Aug       2018  22nd    1st, 22nd  

Sept      2018 5th 26th 19th  12th 



 AMENITIES  COMMITTEE 

    Prepared by Councillor Kevin Andreoli 

 

Of the four committees that make up Denmead Parish Council, The Amenities 
committee has the largest budget and widest remit simply because of the diversity of the 
activities for which it has responsibility. It is currently made up of eight councillors.  When 
thought necessary the Committee delegates some of its responsibilities to working parties who 
report back to the parent committee for agreement. 

At last yearôs Annual Council Meeting held in May it was decided to reduce the number of 
working parties across the whole Council.  The only current Amenities working party is The 
MUSA Working Party. 

The MUSA Working Party ï This was set up originally as The MUGA Working Party to 
manage the provision of a new MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) in Ashling Park.  It is now 
working to manage the provision of a MUSA (Multi Use Sports Area) which we still hope will 
incorporate 2 extra tennis courts to enhance the well-used tennis facilities already present at 
Denmead Tennis Club. As well as contributions from development in the village, grants will be 
applied for and the costs for the facility are being obtained by the working party.  The 
contribution from the biggest development planned for the village has been set disappointingly 
low by Winchester City Council Planning Department, so the working party will have to seek 
further sources of funding. 

 What we did this year 

¶ Following the survey of all Council owned trees carried out last year, all the urgent and 
medium-term work to your trees has been carried out either by our staff or by contractors.  
We now have an ongoing plan of monitoring and maintenance for the trees. 

¶ A significant cut of the shrub belt along Forest Road has been undertaken and our Ground 
staff has been working hard on the large areas of shrubs and hedges we are responsible for. 

¶ As usual our Ground staff has been very busy around the village keeping the grass areas 
under control as well as preparing Ashling Park for the extensive football usage we see 
every year. 

¶ New hedging has been planted in Harvest Field along the Southwick Road boundary and 
also in other places where our hedges need reinforcing.  The Parish Council has adopted a 
policy of using hedging in the future rather than fencing where possible, the exception being 
for the fencing around playgrounds.  The new hedge planted last year at the Kidmore Lane 
car park has been enhanced with the planting of flowering bulbs to add colour. 

¶ The dog bag dispensers at Goodman Fields and Harvest Field have been supplemented by 
one in the village centre near the Vets, and one at Mill Cross.  These are very well utilised 
and it would seem that a lot of dog walkers forget their own bags when exercising their dogs 

¶ The Ashling Pavilion is still used each weekday by a nursery and pre-school. 

 

Plans for next year and beyond 

¶ The Council is still looking at a request to provide a Boules Terrain in Denmead 

¶ It will continue to examine ways to provide a multi-use sports area in the Ashling Park 

¶ Promote and develop use of its open spaces as informal recreation areas 

¶ Plant more trees and hedges and continue work to identify a site suitable for a community 
orchard. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS ñ2018 



OMMITTEE REPORTS ñ

 HIGHWAYS & GENERAL PURPOSE 

 Prepared by Councillor Ian Brown 

 

The Highways and General Purposes Committee (H&GP) of Denmead Parish 
Council deals with all aspects of the local roads, greenways, drainage and 
footpaths within the parish boundary. 

All repairs to the roads, road drains and footpaths are carried out by the Highways Department 
of Hampshire County Council and the role of the H&GP committee of the Parish Council is to 
work closely with them to ensure that our village gets the best possible service. 

Other responsibilities of the committee include the provision and maintenance of the following 
services: Village street lighting (through the Private Finance Initiative), Christmas trees & lights 
in the village centre, Village bus shelters, Village dog-waste bins, Financial support for the 
public toilets in the village centre, Speed limit reminder signs, now in house to reduce costs, 
Greenway name signs, Maintenance of trees, seats and bollards in the village centre and The 
village burial ground. 

Projects this municipal year. 

The H&GP committee has delivered many projects during the last year includingThe stripping 
out of the sparse hedge at the Hambledon Road side of Kidmore Lane car park and replacing it 
with new hedging and repairs to the foot path which puddled and collected tree debris. It was 
agreed to the closing of the entrance from Hambledon road into Kidmore lane car park as a 
matter of safety due to vehicles using it as an exit. We reserved our Village Heritage through 
the refurbishment of Finial Rings and Finger Posts. Last year we restored/renewed both 
Mayswell and Anthill, this year we have restored the signs at Worlds End and Bunkers Hill. We 
have reinstated the Milestone on Hambledon Road (near Soak Road) after it was lost during 
road works. For Community Speedwatch, the team of volunteers is now sadly down to six 
people and we are looking for more (if you can spare a couple of hours a month please let us 
know). Over 100 letters have been sent to people speeding (at over 35 in a 30 limit) on 
Hambledon Road, Forest Road and Bunkers Hill.  Working with Hampshire County Council on 
their Operation Resilience programme to make significant improvements to the village 
including the work on Bere Road and the resurfacing of Anmore Road. Under phase 2 of the 
Highways Improvements in the village, a survey of the greenways has taken place. The 
programme will include repairs to surfaces, some areas widened and other areas cleared to 
allow cyclists and pedestrians to use them safely.  

Burial Ground 

The management of the burial ground includes the annual trimming of hedges and the pruning 
and removal of trees where necessary. The Burial Ground is entirely self-funded and fees are 
not used to supplement other Parish activities and projects. The council does not seek to profit 
on fees charged and despite a small increase this years, fees remain significantly lower than 
Winchester, Havant and Fareham. 

Projects for the coming year. 

As well as continuing to undertake our allocated responsibilities in the coming year there are 
additional projects we are currently working on: 

¶ We have had a survey of the burial ground carried out by Cemetery Development Services, 
to identify the cause of drainage issues in the north field of the burial ground. We are now 
obtaining costs to carry out these works.      

¶ Working with the Hampshire Rights of Way Officer to improve footpaths and finger posts 

¶ Rolling programme of refurbishment of Finial Rings and Fingerposts to preserve our village 
heritage. 
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We have two Youth Clubs which run during term time. 

§ For 8-13 year olds the club runs on Tuesday evenings from 6pm until 8pm.  

§ For older children aged 13-18 the Youth Club is on Thursday evenings from 6-9pm.  

§ We also have a Young Leaders programme which is run on Tuesday from 8-9pm where 

children aged 13-18 can learn leadership skills and plan activities and games for the youth 

club sessions. 

Within a fun and friendly environment we play games, chat, provide workshops around subjects 

such as healthy eating, receive visits from organisations such as Wildlife Trust and the Police 

plus providing activities such as learning to cook.  

Both clubs are held at The Pavilion in Ashling Park, so come along and join us.   

Make new friends and have a fun evening.  

Denmead Community Centre, situated in School Lane, is a welcoming place for villagers to 
come and participate in the many activities we have on offer and we are always striving to 
improve what we do for you.  

 

Currently, we have four vacancies for trustees 
on our Management Committee. Trustees are 
volunteers who would like to make a 
commitment to serving their local community and 
we are looking for people who feel they have 
something to offer. Do you have some free time? 
Are you perhaps newly retired and looking to 
make a difference somewhere? Could your 
background, work experience, skills and/or areas 
of knowledge enable you to make a contribution 
to the management and administration of the 
Community Centre?  If so, we want to hear from 
you.  

If you are interested and you would like more 
information about the role of a charity trustee and what it entails, contact the manager, Tel:023 
9225 6132 or email: manager@denmeadca.com  

 

This yearôs Proms in the Park will take place on Saturday 14
th
 July in the grounds of the 

Community Centre, School Lane, so put it in your diary now!  The Denmead Training Band will 
start the event at 5:15pm and will get everyone in the mood with the famous Denmead Brass, 
taking over as the main band later in the evening.  As in previous years, they will be playing all 
your favourite tunes.  With over four hours of great music to enjoy, enthusiastic audience 
participation will be positively encouraged - itôs going to be fun! 

Demead Community Centre 

News  


